Ijen Crater's alert and the Miners

Start from July 2012 Ijen Crater still on third alert (3). This decision has set by National Vulcanology Agency in Indonesia. It means that the situation is not save for the tourists to visit this area. that's why the Ijen Crater is now temporary closure for everything, except for the Miners. Ijen crater located in  east Java, Indonesia. People can entering the location from Banyuwangi or Bondowoso. The head officer covered by Mr.Rudi Aryadi already advised the visitors about the condition there, but, as we know that some tourist, specially local tourists are choose to sign the letter of statement if they still want to entering the area this time. The letter state that the officer don't have any responsibility for everything that might be happen with the tourist due this situation. And also all the miners signed it too if they want to entry the area.

Talk about the miners, Rudi also said that it's too difficult to prohibit the miners for entering the crater. He has warn them about the poisonous gas that can come out at any time. "If they inhale the gas, just in seconds they can die", told Rudi. He also explained that the toxic gas can not be expected by timewhen out. "It can be 5 minutes later or maybe right now or maybe tomorrow, we don't know it. Actually we already have a detector, but we also can not give a guarantee when the gas coming out", explained him.

The other officer who in duty on that day also said about the minners. The man who also in charge as a ranger told that its very difficult to ban them down into the crater. "it's talk about money. they need money for their family, to survive. So, if we ban them to descend into the crater, they will angry and they don't have any income", said Mr.Sigit also as the one of the guide at Ijen Crater. So, they must give them permission to entry the area by signed the letter of statement.

One of the miners that I met there said that they are already know the situation. They know how to save their life if the toxic gas from the crater appear. "This is my life, everyday I work here to get income. Since 35 years ago, I work as a miners here. That's make me know the condition of the crater", said Mr.Amir as the one of the miners there.  Actually, they don't have any proffesional mask or advance tools to avoid the dangerous condition. They just use a wet handkerchief to cover their nose and mouth. "Don't run, just sit or lie back under 1 meter, because we know that the toxic gas is 1 meter above ground level", said Amir.

Eventhought the miners already know the situation, the officer cannot did anything to forbid them, the government should give them knowledge about disaster mitigation. But, when I asked to Mr.Sigit about that, He said that there isn't like disaster mitigation till now to the people's/local community, specially the miners. How could it happened while the people's who live there are really need a knowledge about that.

Mr. Sigit, Mr. Amir and also all the local community hope thet the government will think about their life.  They hope, there will be a counseling to them how to still survive in the dangerous area, like Ijen Crater. Just information, that Ijen crater is the one of the most beautiful and biggest crater in Asia Pacific.
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